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1852. During this period the prince succeeded
in enhancing his already remarkable popularity,
particularly among the working classes, whose
condition had certainly never before been the
object of so much administrative effort. No
sooner was order definitely restored after the coup
d'etat than Louis Napoleon threw himself with
unexpected vigour into the task of creating
employment and securing the industrial and
social welfare of France. He could now proceed
unfettered, for funds were plentiful, the entire
opposition had been rendered hors de combat, and
he had received the nation's approval of his
programme. Financial reforms were introduced ;
taxation was transferred from necessities to
luxuries ; the pay of the army was increased;
measures were instituted for the improvement in
the housing conditions of the working classes and
the sanitation of the towns ; and the President's
former plans for the vast extension of railroads,
waterways, and docks were now put into oper-
ation, Sunday labour was discouraged, and the
adulteration of food became the subject of several
prohibitory decrees. Public baths and wash-
houses were provided, asylums were established
for the destitute and mentally deficient, and a
system of decent burial provided for paupers.
The Code Napoleon was revived, and the eagles
restored to the army. If the verdict of history